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The Society Page

Are you ready for the Family History Faire? Society staff 
will have tables out no later than 12:30 so you will have time 
to set up your displays. If you need electricity, it would be a 
good idea to bring an extension cord . . . just in case.   

In November the society will select the officers for the next 
two years. If you are interested in serving as an officer or 
committee chair, please contact Judy Parrino or Pat Tanner 
at Saturday’s member meeting. 

You have seen the changes to the Ancient City Bulletin in 
the July issue. The Bulletin is now a quarterly journal rather 
than a monthly. As a quarterly, we will have more time to 
develop in-depth articles on genealogical research support 
and resources, storytelling and technology. We have also 
changed the design and layout so we can publish an 
affordable print edition along with the digital edition. All 
members will receive the digital edition while a print edition 
will be posted in the library. Current and pass editions of 
the Bulletin are always available in the SAGS Support 
Library (https://sagssupport.org/library/ancient-city-
bulletin/). 

Our weekly Research Notes newsletter has expanded to 
keep up with society meetings, upcoming events and 
webinars along with genealogy news, special offers and 
discounts. If you are not already a Research Notes 
subscriber, email us at sags.publications@yahoo.com and 
we will get you set up. 
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Are You A Collaborator?
Editoral Notes 

I certainly hope so!  

When Ancestry first added member trees to their shaky leaf hints, most of us 
found them repetitious and not very useful. Yes, they are still there, but now 
there is also a growing number of serious researchers and their member trees 
can be gold mines of information. Don’t just grab the data and run back to your 
tree . . . make an effort to contact that person and learn more. You will be 
pleasantly surprised.  

Sometime back, a shaky leaf took me to a portrait of my third great 
grandmother, Frances (Scott) Barrett. What a treasure! Things got even better 
when I contacted the research cousin who posted the portrait. Frances’s 
daughter, Georgina, kept a diary which my research cousin had transcribed and 
published as a Kindle book. Not only that, she took advantage of Kindle’s 
footnotes feature, adapting it to add details her research had discovered. Within 
minutes I had purchased and downloaded the book. It is a treasure! Georgina’s 
brother is my second great grandfather and her diary filled in a lot of the blank 
spots in my research related to him.  

FamilySearch also has an impressive set of collaboration tools. Fortunately, I am 
just one of my generation of cousins with a fascination in genealogy. We have 
both Ancestry and FamilySearch accounts, but we do most of our collaborating 
in FamilySearch. I usually find them in the Memories area posting photos, stories 
and memorabilia. Right now several of them are in hot pursuit of a potential 
connection to Jesse James.  

If you want to kick your research up a notch, take advantage of the collaboration 
tools the online archives offer. You will be pleasantly surprised.  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Notes Management
Research Toolbox 

Keeping notes is an important part of your genealogical research. From to-do 
lists, research logs and correspondence logs to person and family profiles, these 
efforts keep you organized, reduce repetition and help you make the most of 
your research effort. 

When discussing research notes, there’s more to it than just writing down 
interesting things your research discovers. There are a number of different types 
of notes and an even larger number of ways to organize and manage them. Let’s 
look at the four most useful types. 

The research log is used to track searches. Record what you are looking for, 
where you looked, and what you found or did not find. A quick check of your 
research log will tell you if you have already searched this resource, saving you 
time and effort. 

To-do lists are also quite useful. Planning a research trip? Create a to-do list of 
resources you want to look for while you are there. If the library, archive or 
resource center has information about their collections posted online, take 
advantage of them and add the resources that look interesting to your to-do list. 

Although there is an amazing amount of information and records online, there 
are still times when you need to contact historical societies, museums and 
archives to find particular records. A correspondence log will document your 
efforts and serve as an address book should you need to contact them again at 
a later date. 

Timelines can save you a lot of time. The Family History Guide lists five 
examples of situations where a timeline can be useful. They include: 
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• Create a timeline of your ancestor’s life to note discrepancies. 

• Create a timeline to sort identities 

• Create a timeline to track immigration and migration 

• Create a timeline to put your ancestor’s life in historical context. 

• Create a timeline as a visual for events in your ancestor’s life. 
Ancestry.com users are already acquainted with timelines. The LifeStory screen 
for each individual includes events collected from the facts your research 
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discovers. While the fact items are collected automatically, you can edit most 
items by clicking the Edit button at the top right corner of each fact.  

Notice the two buttons on the top right side of the timeline. These buttons can 
be used to include additional events and information to that person’s timeline. 

FamilySearch has recently added a timeline component to their family tree. You 
will find it on the Person screen just below that person’s photo and name. Like 
Ancestry, it automatically collects the facts that have been included for this 
person and it gives you an opportunity to add additional items. In the example 
above, the Map item has been turned on and it marks the places included in 
that person’s timeline. 
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 Take advantage of the editing elements available in these timelines to add 
more information. For example, the events automatically added to a timeline 
give you the “facts” related to the event, but you can add the color.  

See The Family History Guide Blog (https://www.thefhguide.com/blog/inside-
the-guide-creating-ancestor-timelines/) for more detailed information on using 
the new FamilySearch timeline feature. 

NOTE: The timeline features for both platforms are limited when using their 
mobile apps. 

Your research notes can be maintained in a number of ways, but you are the one 
who decides which is best for you. Today’s mobile devices include notes apps 
which when combined with a cloud storage service like Dropbox, OneDrive, 
iCloud or Google Drive make it possible to take your notes with you just about 
anywhere. Combining a cloud service with a notes app like OneNote, Apple’s 
Notes or Google Keep not only makes it easy to access your existing notes, they 
make it easy to scan documents, add photos and even record interviews. And, 
they include features which allow you to collaborate with your research cousins 
from “inside” the app. 

Don’t forget the online family tree platforms either. Most of them include notes 
elements so you can add your own notes. These can also be quite useful when 
collaborating with research cousins.  

Today’s technology has given us some impressive opportunities to capture, 
organize and find the information our research discovers. Take the time to 
determine which option suits you best and to learn how to use it. It won’t be 
long before you have easy access to the information you need when you need it. 
Managing your research will be a whole lot easier. 
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Kindex - Archives for All
In the Archives 

Kindex is an online platform that offers family researchers and societies an 
affordable way to build their own online archive of documents, records, letters, 
photos and other ephemera. Your archive includes indexing tools like 
transcription, metadata and tagging to make finding specific items easier. As the 
owner of your archive on Kindex, you control who has access to your archive and 
what level of access each user has.  

You can post PDF documents and both JPG and PNG photos to your Kindex 
archive. There are a number of tools to support batch uploads and adding 
metadata to a record batch. The file size limit is a generous 15MB per file. You 
can even invite your research cousins as “collaborators” to access, search, add 
and index records.  

Kindex offers two plans. The Kindex Cloud and Kindex Closet. With Kindex 
Cloud your archive is searchable and even accessible via external search engines 
(Duck Duck Go, Google, Bing, etc.). There are no limits to the number of records 
you upload or the number of collaborators helping to maintain your archive. 
Kindex Cloud costs a very affordable $5.00/month but with a bit of effort you 
can reduce that to $0. Index twenty records in your archive within the billing 
month and Kindex will give you a $5.00 credit for the next month. You can’t beat 
that kind of deal! 

Kindex Closet is a private archive. Only owners and collaborators can search a 
Closet archive. The Closet subscription costs $10.00/month and also provides 
the $5.00 monthly credit for indexing twenty records within the billing month. 
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On either plan, there is no limit to the number of collaborators you can have in 
your Kindex archive.  

Your Kindex archive 
is organized into 
collections. You 
choose how you 
want to set up each 
collection. In this 
example you see 
surname collections 
with sub-collections 
to define types of 
records. Each 
collection shows 
how many items it 
contains.  

To view an item, 
click on it and 
Kindex will display 
the image along 
with the 
information panel 
for that item. The 
information panel is 
used to transcribe 
the content for this 
item. Click the 
Record Info item at 
the top of this 
panel to display the 
metadata panel.   
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The Record Info panel is where you add keywords, date, place and provenance 
for this item. When that is finished, click the Update Record button and you will 
be returned to the record screen. Once the transcription and record information 
has been added change the transcription screen to Complete, then click the 
SAVED button and your indexing for this record is done.  

Did you notice the comment box below the transcription panel above? 
Collaborators can communicate with each other using the comments feature. 
There’s often a good chance that your collaborators may have more information 
about a particular archive item. 
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Here’s what a transcribed and indexed item looks like when visited by an 
outsider. Since this is a Kindex Cloud account, it’s quite likely that a research 
cousin will find the records included in my account. This screen shows what a 
record will look like to someone searching for our common ancestors. 

Kindex also provides one more very useful service . . . it’s a very affordable off-
site storage. Here in hurricane country, Kindex is now part of my digital disaster 
plan. To learn more, visit https://app.kindex.org and see for yourself.  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Build A Heritage Cookbook With Paprika
Storytellers Studio 

Recipes have long been a part of our family heritage. It’s not unusual to have 
special recipes passed down from generation to generation. Historical 
cookbooks are often best sellers.  

The Paprika Recipe Manager is the perfect example of a 21st century cookbook. 
It is available for Windows and Mac desktops along with iOS, Android and 
Kindle devices. And, while Paprika makes it easy to capture, organize and share 
recipes, it also does a lot more. You can plan meals, build grocery lists, scale 
recipes to fit your serving size and even automatically detect and set timers from 
a recipe’s directions. Yes, it’s a delightful tool for people who love to cook. It’s 
also a great way to capture your family’s legacy recipes and the stories related to 
them.  

I fell in love with Paprika when I first installed in on my iPad. It has a built-in web 
browser set up with bookmarks to an impressive collection of online recipe sites. 
Are you a fan of the Pioneer Woman or The Food Network? You’ll find them 
already bookmarked. If there are other sites not found in the Paprika list - like 
the Apron Recipes at Publix - just add them to your bookmarks. Using the built-
in browser, you can cruise through these sites and when you find something 
you’d like to add to your recipes, all you do is tap Download and enter a 
category (main dish, dessert, brunch, etc.). Paprika does the rest.  

Adding your personal recipes takes a bit more effort. Enter the ingredients and 
the instructions, add a category and even a photo if you wish. There is a field for 
entering personalized notes about the recipe. This comes in handy if you are 
posting a legacy recipe. Use it to describe the cook and how he/she fits into the 
family “tree”. Is it a recipe that is traditionally served for a specific event like 
Thanksgiving, Christmas or anniversaries? Include that in the notes too.  
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The recipe above is one of our favorite family recipes - Minorcan Clam Chowder. 
Instead of a photo of the dish, this recipe has a picture of the chef (my father). 
He had a unique way of making this dish which is well documented in the Notes 
section. The recipe is listed under the Soups and Stews category but it is also 
listed in the Legacy category. This way we can easily find our family favorites at 
any time.  

The recipes in our Legacy collection look a bit different from the others. The 
photos in these recipes are usually focused on the cook or the event where it is 
frequently served. The notes area is used to describe why this recipe is a family 
favorite.  
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The Paprika app is available on Windows ($19.99) and Mac ($29.99) desktops 
along with iOS, Android and Kindle Fire mobile devices ($4.99). I have been 
gifting the mobile version to family members for some time so we can take 
advantage of Paprika’s sharing option to pass our favorite recipes around. 
Paprika has also become my favorite gift for bridal showers. In addition to the 
app, I also add the exported collection of Legacy recipes which the new bride 
can easily import to her app and learn a bit about the history of her new family.  

Recipe sharing continues long after the wedding. Our family is constantly 
sharing recipes and Paprika makes it so easy. Don’t stop there. Paprika is an 
delightful way to document and share your family’s legacy recipes, but it is a lot 
more. The features for meal planning and grocery lists are also quite impressive. 
This $5.00 app will quickly become a tool you can’t live without. Try it an see for 
yourself. 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Society Services
The Research committee supports our members with research assistance either 
at meetings or via our Facebook group. Our Research Committee chair is 
available before and after our monthly meetings. Members are encouraged to 
join our members-only Facebook group - SAGS Community Research Center. 
This group makes it possible for members to stay connected between meetings. 
You are encouraged to ask questions, share tips or just chat. Society staff are 
also posting news items, deals and resources that can help us all improve our 
research efforts.  

Additional ways SAGS members can connect online include: 

• SAGS Online - The society’s public web site and records archive. 

• SAGS Support - The society’s members-only site offers weekly news 
updates, research support, 24/7 access to our publications library along 
with social networking features making it easy for members to stay 
connected between meetings. 

• Research Notes - Our weekly email update for genealogy news and deals 
along with links to useful resources and other articles. Research Notes 
arrives in your Inbox every Monday morning and past editions are 
available online at SAGS Support. 

• In addition to the SAGS Community Research Center, the society also 
maintains a public Facebook page providing information about the society 
and upcoming meetings. 
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Publishing Guidelines
We encourage our members to submit articles related to genealogy, family 
history and research methodology for publication in the Ancient City Bulletin. 

Submissions should be sent as an electronic file in either rich text format (.rtf) or 
MS Word (.docx) format via email to sags.publications@yahoo.com. Please keep 
formatting to a minimum as the article will need to be styled to match the 
Bulletin’s design. The article title should be on a separate line at the top of the 
page with the author’s name listed immediately below. Photos included as part 
of the article are welcome, but please also send a copy of each photo as a 
separate file. Captions are always welcome and please include the 
photographer’s name for proper credit. Including a list of sources is also 
encouraged. 

Articles will be edited for grammar and style and any edits will be reviewed with 
the author prior to publication. 

The Ancient City Bulletin is licensed using the Creative Commons Attribution-
Noncommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. Ownership of individual 
articles remains with the author. Please note that if you prefer a different license 
for your submission, include your licensing option at the end of your submitted 
article. Learn more about your licensing options at Creative Commons. 
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